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Discussion Points

• Introduction to HELP
• Aboriginal Steering Committee
• Aboriginal Data Access and OCAP® 
• HELP’s Research Projects
• Community Engagement



• HELP’s Research 
(EDI, MDI, TDI, CHeq)

─ Identity
─ Language
─ Cultural Safety

• Knowledge Translation
• Data Sharing
• Training 

Aboriginal Steering Committee
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VISION
All children thriving in healthy 
societies

MISSION
We are dedicated to improving the 
health and wellbeing of children 
through interdisciplinary research 
and mobilizing knowledge.



“How will it affect the land, water, air, animals, birds, plants and 
the future for our children seven generations into the future?”

Population Health Research
Seven Generations Principle

To live by this principle, one would ask, 
prior to any undertaking: 



OCAP®
Ownership        Control 
Access                Possession



Self-Determination and OCAP

Ownership Nations own the data

Control Nations control the data

Access Aboriginal EDI data is not shared publicly.
Data is accessed by letter of request from Chief & 
Council or School District Aboriginal Education 
Committee (Chair)

Possession The data is stored at HELP.
HELP is the data steward (e.g., an ‘administrator’)
Possession is the mechanism by which ownership 
can be asserted and protected.



HELP’s CHILD MONITORING SYSTEM



Monitoring children’s development at the 
level of the population and exploring how it 

changes over time.



HELP data are one 
part of the 
child development 
picture, not the 
whole picture.



The Early Development Instrument

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDZ8xrBeN54&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDZ8xrBeN54&feature=related


EARLY DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT
A teacher completed instrument 

that measures children’s development.

• Where Aboriginal children attend public school kindergarten,
they have the opportunity to participate in the EDI study.

• Some First Nations schools have participated in the EDI over the past
10 years.



bdata is reported in vulnerability (percentages) 
in five scales.

Without additional supports, vulnerable children may 
experience further challenges in school and/or society.

Vulnerability



EDI Collection History

Over 247,000 EDI’s completed.  
Approximately 25,000 Aboriginal EDIs



The 
Questionnaire
(2008-09)



The 
Questionnaire
(2016-17)



New Question on the e-EDI



Before 2008/09
ABORIGINAL LANGUAGE 

RECOGNITION
never exceeded 1%... 

Aboriginal Language 
Recognition Rates on the EDI



Aboriginal Language Recognition Rates
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Aboriginal Language Recognition Rates to 2016-17
N =20,332

Aboriginal 
Children Counts - 3542 4937 4620 4896 2337

Aboriginal Counts 
with Language - 134 623 2570 2878 1228

Language 
Recognition 
Percentage%

- 3.8% 12.6% 55.6% 58.8% 52.5%
WAVE Wave 2
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Aboriginal Language and Identity Data



The Importance 
of Belonging



Revival of Language 
& Culture



Assessing Potential Bias 
in Population Level Research 
with Aboriginal Children
2013 - 2016



Aboriginal Data







Middle Years Development Instrument



Grade 4 & 7

Kids on Ipads by Brad Flickinger - Flickr CC Attribution

Self-Report Survey for Children in 

Children’s own perspectives 
Strengths-based questions



Relationships are central
Multiple Contexts

Development of the Whole Child







Happiness
Health
Optimism
Self-esteem
Low sadness Medium to High 

Well-Being
Children who are reporting no 
negative responses, and fewer 
than 4 positive responses.

High Well-Being 
(Thriving)
Children who are 
reporting positive 
responses on at least 4 
of the 5 measures of 
well-being.

Low Well-Being
Children who are reporting 
negative responses on at least 
1 measure of well-being.

Well-being Index



Not 
Reported 
Publicly

ADULT
RELATIONSHIPS

PEER
RELATIONSHIPS

AFTER-SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES

NUTRITION 
AND SLEEP

Adults at School
Adults in the Neighbourhood

Adults at Home

Peer Belonging
Friendship Intimacy

Eating Breakfast
Meals with Adults at Home
Frequency of Good  Sleep

Organized Activities

SCHOOL
EXPERIENCES

Assets Index





If you answered Yes or Part, check:
□ Inuit                 □ Métis               □ First Nations
If you answered First Nations, please identify:  

5. Are you Aboriginal? □ No □ Yes □ Part 

Aboriginal Identification



Aboriginal Identification

Aboriginal people in Canada are sometimes called 
First Nations, Native Indian, Inuit, or Métis. All of 
your family members might not be Aboriginal but 
maybe some of them are. Sometimes Aboriginal 
people only have one parent or grandparent who is 
Aboriginal. We want to know about YOU. Are you 
Aboriginal? If so, please answer YES.



Aboriginal Language

6. What is the first language you learned at home? 
(You can check more than one if you need to.)
Aboriginal language                  If yes, which one? 

English Hindi Punjabi Cantonese   Filipino/Tagalog Japanese Korean Spanish 
Vietnamese French Mandarin Other 

7.   Which language(s) do you speak at home?  (You can check more than one if you need to.)
Aboriginal language                  If yes, which one? 

English Hindi Punjab    Cantonese Japanese Spanish Filipino/Tagalog
Korean Vietnamese French Mandarin Other 



Language data shine a light on and help support….

• The incredible diversity of Indigenous languages spoken 
across British Columbia

• The increasing recognition of these languages  and the 
importance of language and cultural identity in 
improving child development outcomes

• The re-emergence and increasing vitality of language



MDI National 
Scale-out Project

2017/2018





Aboriginal Community Engagement



• Have you used research 
in your community? If so, 
how?

• What research is 
available to you in your 
work?

• How can HELP’s research 
support ECED work in 
your community?



Successes Struggles
Community engagement
Increased understanding of the value of 
the data

Community engagement 
More communities are requesting 
information, struggle to meet the need

OCAP – Data Access and working on 
requests, data sharing protocols, 
and cultural safety within data sharing

OCAP guidelines mean that not every 
request for data can be completed

Aboriginal Steering Committee
Much has been accomplished: tool 
development, data sharing protocols,
cultural safety within tools,
implementation, knowledge 
translation, and language & identity 
work

Aboriginal Steering Committee work is 
ongoing, with limited time, resources, 
and funding to move the agenda 
forward



Moving Forward



Report Development

http://www.reciprocalconsulting.ca/


Questions?
Comments…



THANK YOU!
Duane Jackson

Laranna Androsoff

mailto:duanej66@yahoo.ca
mailto:laranna7@yahoo.ca


www.earlylearning.ubc.ca

@HELP_UBC

facebook.com/HumanEarlyLearningPartnership
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